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Preface "     ,< ^

"Mythology", said Sri Rajaji "is an integral part of
religion. It is as necessary for religion and national culture as
the skin and skeleton that preserve a fruit with its juice and
taste. "Mythology and holy figures are necessary for any great
culture to rest on its stable spiritual foundation and function as
a life giving inspiration and guide'^

The Hindu Puranas contain the body of Hindu mytho-
logy and describe the tales of the past.

Neither the Seven holy Hills of Tirupati nor their Lord
enshrined in the basin formed of the peaks of the bills require
any introduction. Sri Venkateswara is the Almighty mo&t sought
after in this Kali age.

Scientists have established that the natural arch located
in one of these hills has very few parallels in the world. The
arch is said to be an embodiment of the erosions the receding s<sa
could bring on the newly formed rocks on the seven wd nearby
hills. The rock types on these hills, scientists say, are granites,
and shales (fine grained rocks) quaritizites The age of the gra-
nite is assessed by the scientists as 2100 million years. About
1600 million years ago seismic changs, it is siad, occured resul-
ting on the surface of the earth the disappearance of seas and
upspnngs of moun^ins, hills and deles. Thus science has also
proved the age long existence of the seven hills of Venkatachala,

About two years ago I happened to see a few soled

books kept in an insignificant corner in the book stall of Messrs
Higgmbolhams on the platform at Vijayawada Railway Station,